Ectopic thymus presenting as a subglottic mass: diagnostic and management dilemmas.
The commonest subglottic mass in infants is a congenital haemangioma, which is usually managed conservatively without a histological diagnosis. Ectopic cervical thymus is rare and usually presents as a cervical mass, with only one case of subglottic ectopic thymus reported to date. Due to its rarity, the diagnosis in most cases relies on surgical excision and histological examination. However, histological diagnosis may not always be easily reached, as is demonstrated in this case report. In this article, an infant with congenital stridor secondary to a subglottic mass is described and the clinical and diagnostic difficulties in its management are discussed.